The John B. Stetson Company HABS No. PA=-1227
Germantown Avenue at Columbia Avenue

Philadelphia

Philadelphia County

Pennsylvania

PHOTOGRAPHS

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240



HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

THE JOHN B. STETSON COMPANY HABS No. PA-1227

Location: Germantown Avenue at Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Philadel-
phia County, Pennsylvania. (The mailing address of the com-
plex was 1801 Germantown Avenue.)} The irregular, 8.35-acre
site includes five parcels (A-E).

USGE Philadelphia Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator
Coordinates: 18.487800.L4424580 (Parcel A)
18,487760.5425240 (Parcel B)
18, 487995, 425260 (Parcel C)
18.487885,L4425080 (Parcel D)
18.487860.L424970 (Parcel E)

Present Owmer: The site is owned by the City of Philadelphia.

Present Occu- All except Buildings 10-13, and the Ste#son Hospital, were

pant and Use: demolished in site clearance by the City of Philadelphia in
1979, It wes planned to preserve and rehabilitate Buildings
10-13, but they were destroyed by fire on September 4, 1980.

Significance: The significance of the Stetson site lieg in its association
with the manufacture of the Stetson hats and with the pater-
nalistic humanitarianism of John B. Stetson, a progressive
industrialist of the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies. Btetson moved his hat manufactory to this site in
1874, nine years after he began to make hats in Philadelphia
in 1865. Stetson died in 1906, but the firm he founded con-
tinued to flourish for many years thereafter, finally ceasing
operations on the site in 1971. The plant at one time employ-
ed over 5,000 people and contained a total of about 1,400,000
square feet of floor space in its buildings. It was then
(circa 1920) the largest hat factory in the world.

PART I. HISTORICAL THFORMATION

A, Physical History:

1. Dates of erection: At the time of its destruction, nothing re-
mained of the earliest Stetson structures on the gite. The cld-
est buildings extant in the complex, Buildings 10-13, dated from
eirca 1880 to circa 1890. The later buildings ranged in date
from around 1900 to eirca 1920 or later.

2. Architect: George T. Pearson (1849-1920) was the architect of
the late nineteenth and early twentieth-century buildings in
the complex.

3. Original and subseguent owners: The John B. Stetson Company ac-
quired the site piecemeal from 1874 on into the twentieth centu-
ry. In May 1977, the Company transferred the entire 8,95 acres
to .the City of Philadelphia as a glft
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The property 1s bounded as follows: ZRBegin at the northeast
corner of Columbia Avenue and Germantown Avenue, thence north
by northwest along Germantown Avenue to its intersection with
North ¥Fifth Street, thence north on North Fifth Street to the
southern property line of 1817 Worth Fifth Street, thence
eastward along thig line to the southern property line of

1822 Cadwallader Street, thence south along the west side of
Cadwallsder Street to & point opposite the southern property
line of 1817 North Leithgow Street, thence east along that

line to the southern property line of 1820 North Fourth Street,
thence to the east side of North Fourth Street, thence north
to the southeast corner of North Fourth Street and Berks
Street, thence east to the southwest corner of North Third
Street and Berks Street, thence south to the northern property
line of 1758 North Third Street, thence west along that line
and the northern property line of 1759 Horth Orianns Street to
the west side of Worth Crianna Street, thence south along the
west gide of North Orianna Street to a point opposite the south-
ern property line of 1749 North Orianna Street, thence west a-
long that line to the west aide of North Fourth Street, thence
south to the northwest corner of North Fourth Street and Colum-
bia Avenue, thence west to the point of beginning.

Original plans and construction: Hexamer surveys (SEE Supple-
mental Material in PART III below) show exterior perspective
views and plot plans up to November 1892.

Alterations and additions: Hexamer surveys (SEE Supplemental
Material in PART III below) show additicns and alterations be-
tween February 1877 and Nevember 2, 1892,

Historical Context:

There were only two American hat-making centers in Colonial times,
Danbury, Connecticut, and Orange, New Jersey. The Stetsons settled
in Orange, New Jersey, and it was there that John B. Stetson was
born in 1830, After learning his trade in his fether's hat manu-
factory in Orange, the younger Stetson started a small plant of his
own in Philadelphia in 1865. In 1874 he began operations on the
present site, continuing to expand his plant until his death in 1906,

Here he produced his "Boss of the Plains," the first of the long line
of Stetson "Western" hats which have come to cccupy an important
place in the mythology end iradition of the American West. Steison
also manufactured here a variety of dress hats vhich, together with
the "Western," made the name "Stetson" almost synonymous with "hat.”
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The structures on this site were also closely associated with Stet-
son's practices and innovations in lsbor relations. Here John B.
Stetson established a building and losd association to assist his
employees in the acquisition of houses and of interest-paying sav-
ings funds. Stetson's workers received shares of common stock in
the company, and Christmas gifts from the owner were distributed.
(The latter included hats for single men, turkeys for married men,
and gloves and candy for women.) More importantly, Stetson opened
a free dispensary for his employees. The dispensary became a hos-
pital in 1887. 1In 1965, the Stetson Hospital was fully staffed
and accredited and had seventy-five beds. In addition, Stetson
provided his employees with a library, and the immediate neighbor-
hood, where many of his workers lived, with a non-denominational
Sunday School, which was once the largest such institution in Phil-
adelphia, Stetson's most notable benefaction outside of Philadel-
phia was the John B. Stetson University, which he founded anéd en-
dowed in De Lard, Florida.

One of Stetson's difficult problems was to train pecple to become
good hatters. His business grew so rapidly that he had to encour-
age many hundreds of hatters to emmigrate from Italy to Philadelphia.
For the immigrants he offered Americanization classes as preparation
for naturalization. In May 1906, three months zsfter Stetson's death,
the 5,500-seat Stetson Auvditorium finally opened with facilities for
concerts, civic and patriotic programs, Sunday Scheol classes, roller
skating, dances and annual Christmas gatherings. The auditorium,
later merely a large stripped space, could accommodate the entire
Stetson labor force.

By the time of Stetson's death, the plant occupied slmost 1,000,000
square feet of floor space. By the first World War, the buildings
had expanded to 1,400,000 square feet of floor space, the largest

hat factory in the world. The company then employed over 5,000 peo-
ple. Businéss did not decline until the early 1930s, during the
Great Depression. Business started to improve in the late 1G630s, but
it was then necessary to modernize the Tacilities to produce hats
more efficiently and to compete successfully with smaller hat compa-
nies. Therefore some of the older buildings were demolished, and the
Operations were consolidated into facilities occupying about 910,000
square feet of floor space. During American involvement in World War
IT (1941-1945), the company was required to accept war work, and a
large part of the hat plant was converted for making parachutes. Af-
ter the war, the company again concentrated on making hats. By that
time the firm had a world-wide trade, selling Stetson hats in most
countries throughcout the globe, &ll made and shipped from the Horth
Philadelphia site.
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In 1946 operations were expanded with the purchase of a hat plant
in Danbury, Connecticut, but during the 1950s and 1960s the trend
toward hatlessness adversely affected the business. By 1965 the
Philadelphia plant had proved too large to be economical, and in
1971 operations ceased. Plans by the Stetsen firm to demolish

the older buildings and adapt the newer buildings for other uses
did not come to fruiition. In the meantime the City of Philadel-
thia arranged to use 63,000 square feet of the facilities for its
U. 5. Department of Labor-funded Manpower Training Program, spend-
ing over $250,000 on improvements before moving out in 1976. In
May of 1977 the John B. Stetson Company donated the 8.95-acre site
and the buildings thereon to the City of Philadelphia.

The architect, George T. Pearson, A.I.A., was born on February 7,
18L9, in Trenton, New Jersey. He worked in the offices of the
Philsadelphia architects Samuel Sloan, Addison Hutton, and John
McArthur, Jr. before practicing independently after 1880. He de-
signed the bvildings of the John B. Stetson University and a re-
sort hotel, both in De Lznd, Florida, as well as the principal
buildings of the Stetson factory complex in Philadelphia. Among
his works were several resort hotels and NHorfolk & Western Reil-
road stations in Virginia, and churches in Germantown, where he
lived, and elsewhere. Pearson died on January @, 1920.

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement:

1. Architectural character: The Sietson Hat complex consisted of
twenty industrial buildings erected between circe 1880 and 1930.
The oldest surviving range of buildings (Buildings 10-13) includ-
ed the most distinguished architectural feature of the complex,

& copper-topped clock towsr designed by George T. Pearson at the
apex of the triangular-shaped range about 1890. Behind the tower
was building 13, & six-storied seven-bayed structure with a two-
storied copper bay running its length alcong North Fourth Street.

2, Condition of fabric: Desgtroyed by demolition in 1979 and by fire
in 1980.

B. Description: Detailed descriptions of the various components of the
coniplex are not available. All of the buildings were of brick or cof
brick and concrete construction. They were connected by openings in
their party walls or, in the cases of Buildings 21 and 23, 21 and 19,
and 19 and 27, Ly bridges. The former stable, the garage, and the
boiler house had no direct links with the other components of the com—
plex, No machinery remsined in the buildings, except for some racks
in Buiiding 13. . :
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In addition to Building 13 mentioned above, there were the follow-
ing buildings in the complex:

12: TLate nineteenth-century, five-story, nine-bay building.

11: Late nineteenth-century, five-story, four-bay bulilding.

10: Late nineteenth-century, five-story, seven-bay building.

21: Large early-twentieth-century eight-story industrial
structure.

1%: Early-twentieth-century one-story boiler house,

26: Originally an eight-story building reduced to cne-story
during World War 1I.

31: A one-story garage.

26A: Originally an eight~-story building reduced to one-story
during World War IT.

22: Originally an eight-story building reduced tc one-story
during World War 1T,

33: Originally an eight-story building reduced to cne-story
during World War II.

17: Originally an eight-story building reduced to one-story
during World War IT,

2h: A very large U-shaped eight-story building erected in the
very early twentieth century from plans by George T,
Pearson.

23: A five-story building with a saw-tooth roof constructed
in 1906 from plans by Pearson. It contained the Stet-
son Auditorium.

35: An early-twentieth-century four-story eight-bay building
designed for expansion to eight stories. The addition-
al four stories were never constructed.

36: A small one-story addition to Building 35.

27: An early-twentieth-century eight-story eight-bay building.

28: A square early-twentieth-century eight-story four-bay
building.

19: A rectangular early-twentieth-century six-story building.

29: A late-nineteenth-century one-story building criginally
used as a stable and carriage house,

PART II1l. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A, Bibliography:
3, Primary and unpublished sources:

Harshaw, David H. "A short story of John B. Stetson the Hatter,
and the institution he started in Philadelphia in 1865 . . ., "
(h-page ms. dated Novewber 8, 1977. Copy in HARS files, )

Tyler, Richard and Horace Allen, Jr. '"Request for determination
~of eligibility for inclusion in the National Register of His-
toric Places." (59~-page ms., undated. Copy in HABS files.)
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Secondary and published sources:

Gibbons, Thomas J., Jr. '"Stetson hat factory destroyed by blaze.'
Philadelphia Bulletin, September 5, 1980,

Hexamer, E. Hexamer General Survey. [Philadelphia]: 1877, 1878,
1879, 1882, 1883, 1892,

Insurance Maps of Philadelphia. 7T wols. Philadelphia: G. M.
Hopkins, 1872-1876.

Insurance Maps of Philadelphia. 23 vols. New York: Sanborn
Map Company, 1916-1977.

Insurance Maps of Philadelphia. 16 vols., Philadelphia: J. L.
Smith, 1903-1911.

King, Moses. Philadelphia and Notable Philadelphians., New York:
1901,

Morgan, George. History of Philadelphia: The City of Firsts.
Philadelphia: 1926,

Philadelphia, City of, Office of Housing & Community Developnment,
Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporatiocon, & Ballinger.
American Street Industrial Development Program - Evaluation of
the Former John B, Stetson {o. Properties for Industrial Reuse.
[Philadelphial: 1977.

[Richmond, Ralpk]. The Stetson Century. [Philadelphia: John B.
Stetson Company, 1965].

Withey, Henry F., and Elsie Rathburn Withey. Biographical Diction-
ary of American Architects {(Deceased). Los Angeles: New Age
Publishing Co., [1956].

B, ©Supplemental Materisal:

The

following pages (7-17) are reduced copies of Plates 1097 (February

1877), 1277 (May 1878), 1415 (August 27, 1879), 1874-187% {Wovember 11,
188L), 161L-1615 (January 26, 1882), 2219-2220 (October 8, 1883) and
2628-2629 (November 2, 1892) from the Hexamer General Survey.

Prepared by:

and

Richard Tyler, Ph.D. Horace Allen, Jr.
Historian, Philadelphia Environmental Assessment Coordinater
Historical Commission Philadelphia City Planning Commission

Denys Peter Myers
Architectural Historian
Historic American Buildings Survey
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Pioxmza; 3 fur dewide Aud 4 fur pekersand © grinders n 3d xory af Fo £, cnling
boardsd asd wood foor. open yas lights uned ™ picker room, won Bg charge of
ke pickure.n The wiloiy oF he prekive = wolbrate

DaTiNG . dyed fell hita dousd 1A A fire prowd drying raom abars the boveers ail (he danung

Setmer the fogr gwid cnling bag of irow the caling w fllad in ek & ytr of sidcston.
Brsixe a¥h S zime
(kerpancy © ar por plan ..

Pasvinions aasiasr Paax .

Fomrs. tateam rasion ‘orer pumps i & 4 va basimant of No. f ik onr 3T hax oww
neman b car N, Py TON 1 watrd 1A rkHE Of e, Castheg Frvm rity wain—

Br® 150 726l Pubber hop wear pumps— .

Broxats. 4 doirm gaivanucd sras buckats, bapd proveapaily i ksuaing reem. Uh iy

4 Nor | wad T aiwane Ao~
Warsrrisz | saron Ne 3 rojracdy 30,000 galions. sme 13 Ash Aoer of Ne S pepmemty

B0 —

Fran Kansoviumems (e Peivics acigweher in Lol Ao a7 ¥e b—
Fuarriiy  as per plam — :
Briax Fine BAOINE  withen § 27 6 sgmared o

Cantin NAsa0Tuent  (ood —

theanest (ONBIoN of Ty Paorimer” domd—

EXTERNLL RZrosraxs ' e per plan— ’

reealiane don by wam -

e s deick Wallceped, witd Windews, -
Wall ned t2tendimg i ke reaf.
“EBeck Hulhng
L7 1Brck and Srome Bwisding.
LT Adresnd Buriding.
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/- . THE JOHN B., STETSON UOMPANY
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s A R B Sl E T

- John B. Stetson & oo,, | Mugust 21 dB19

BUPERINTENDED :— By the cwmmert.

" .~ Hat Factory, N i ALy Y
S -

" LDCATION | —Biinaled on ths Mpunry bowsded by N. Rowrth shrot, Menljamarif amemns

P i U asd Cadwoliddar sirew, 100, Fard, Phiadsiphis. fa

- llﬂd@ 7 UFACTURE :— Ml Buta CORATRUTCTION ;:— Qoo
hiladelphia. 'y, oy Wi} COMMINICATION — Bridings sdiciniag by oprmingm and secaden deors,

EMPLOYING :—i08 Asnds u,w.‘,.,.,,,,_,_“,m ) 1._.*.4..,,1..4»- door betwewn drying riam in No. 4 and peemgowsy, No. L.

> mmmwwqmwww,fwwunghh“k

N e s S AW ey of o 1.

% IR Mok, | and 3, P 11010108 and [ Mo £, P 1010
’7 {’] m w-t-u amd Fafle. W—" and 1;_#-.’:, VR 10020 mad 15— Np. b, 10 and 30 -No. §,
L AE and ib'No, 1, 19°—8' 19— 10" 14" and Ii

LENGTH ;-—Be plan.

WALLS -~ Now | gad 8, S47 |87 5" [B° 107137 — Mo, B, 18" ITLNIRT LW LN

Ut la 4 1 1 N 6, 187N 6, 14" Ne. T, (87
"l wndh 917 i

' RBOF :—Of tin

SOLUWNS :—In 1= flosr of Fo. T, af briok—Otkery of wood,

GUTTERS :—0f K.

mm?_ofm wnth slight wooden finigh #u N. Poyrih srws, buienas of srct,
oovrred wih

BLUTTLE —n r-/./ Noe 3. 4 ond 7, and indders to Uepm.

TOWER : — Nome.

PORCH - — Noms— Froma garinosy sxd slmrs from id and 34 foors of No. % &b U and
30 focr uf §o 4, and from B4 4 A5k foor of No. ¥, aleo slimg s wouth e of No-

5, in the 1d gory.

BEILINES : —I» Sascments, excopting dewsrag rovm banrmmi of No. 4, whick is boardad,
are nol finwhed—Crudings of Mot b dnd £, 4ok foor of No. 4, 3d sory of Kou 1, §
and 1,078 hot _fntahod.— Jaloaniacd irya plas cotiug in drying roest shenwt cha
Bontarr.— Hescl arohad craliig snd iron purders 1= carpenicy shop, bestmarss pf Ne. 1.
—ANier certings buardad.

FLOORS :—fnick foor tn Now, f oad 8, asd Lt Koar of No. T.7ron fuar in drying
roum gbrd the boulers.— Trowad floor (u Bammenre of Net. § snd & and part of Nor
1 and T..—Othar Soors of 1" yeilow Piae frorang bodrds, ast orranged for fooding.

WINDOWS — A2 po pinn and wies,

STAIRWAY ;— G/ woad, foonied o4 per plan, inbids doivsbeys cosed. -

ELEVATOR :— Bydrawdio clevalor, af (83 on plan, woad sastd, pasring from dasrmens o
Stk sty of No. 3, ammanticating wilh rery dory by woodes door— Small hand
elerator, (b on plan, not cosed, from 3 (o $6 fowr caly, wo fray doort—— Bleviior, -
of (e}, owside of No- 4, waod cused, end lined with Wn on Bt otisidde, wilh p fosloe-

' - - s B W i . wng duort af rach slory.

i LT S Y #5 w e v BATCHWAY i Mons. _—

fotre, beiek ¢ Bt 4 B et - - : NQISTING - Duiside of N 3, al th), v

4 tinreey VY P! ot o " ,‘ﬁ"‘.  Ref ¥ ! LADDE RS (— Aans prrmansad, sroerel mowabls windem ladders ou hand.

L st Y . : Th 3 ! LBEHTNING-RDD i Numeroms povnis on Suidings and ome o sack. .

1 imgon howae - . » : it 1; J). g MACHINE SHOP :— Erpacring demawn 84 siory uf No. 1, mad t oarpeninr shop, bpse-

Iriret bpick, ) . (Y . gy iy ) mnlofﬁqlamvhm‘m-ph-—hnwudlnwg-nh anly repairing done

Loty . AT ; 4 RIC L PPy FORGE :—One forge wn 32 sory of No. 7, buill of brick, well arvsnpad.

FoL e de Rt Hur ot s WOOD SHAVINGS i— Made n carpenter thap, bisment of ¥o. \, alad i Sissk herneng
o= -4 5 3 Eo " ) TLI woom, 8d soy of No. T, <1 bock rurming mevkuae, 1 gig sew, 1 wpright drrdl awd 1
: . - P - - woond Buraeng sihe Chrrrin, and claavas o duily.— Tt ohipatrs o tum Mook

B‘"um’ ) : N, makers tmployad, ne weod wonknng machinery in corprmier shop, no waike com-

edgry, Breck. 3 & ! wimication batwecn carpenter thop axd the belanon of the bascvwrs of Mo, | —Brick

Stebls

+

A

o
B
R
¥ Frueelrer arched oetong and pron gyrdors < corpeater thop— Feod dhavinge Wben s opes lots.
~ by g HEATING i~ ooms maround by 13" wroughliron slasmpipes, reshing va. irom brackty.—
3 ‘\-' Drxctling ks : L xB Mo werver in the farkory . —(Jaa coaliron slove 1x cOTPeRte? shogp, skl Mcurad.
N ¥ tetory, bk, ™7 L - ) et FURMAGES i~ T\t aaat-iron fyrmaes sud one brack furusce in fnisking roem, 45k foor
N3 gravel . Tt of Nou.lund 9, ail ov brick fiovrs, rurromndsd om ihrew nides by brick wdbtls or
. \:‘ grovelreof ) . ¢ - Aedrrom phaies— Prernacee ied for hestiag Auf wremn.
. n T % - LIGHTING -— Booms fghtad by gas, up}ﬂ:fmalyqnurh
N e - WATCHNAN - Aight and Mundey
" S 3“,,. brix, - -’ : WATCHCLOCK —B-vk-pwu&dadwbywmmmllhp,m
¥ J__,j,_';f . s Hes during night,
* 2l 5 - .

BOILERS . — Locatad or gor plas, mhdbyhdwrk,uwilnevbfw
—Bailerr in No. & used for dpiving: boder in 1% foor af Ne. T wesd for hewiing
M—&uliu&ﬂuwafﬂo 2, wok el

SMOKE STACK -t of Soner iiom, wall vapsd, rusing 10 /o alows the reof of B 8,
and § of brick, riring 25 fecd abone the voof of No- 1.

STLAN EXGINES :— Thon. 130 and 10 hovacpower.

BILS . — ' Cormoltne fur dubrisaning. dewg | birrel 0d & fior i Hn 038 18 enging Fopm.

PICKERS :--3 fur prokers, 1devil, 1 grinder, 6 blowirs and § fur cniters in 5d sory of
»} B x.-dx.duamda,pf Now T Cridinds bomrded énd wood Moot —Opa

son highte waed in pricker snd Smiter voot— Man Ausing shavor of the pwuﬂnd
erdtera— The valseily of the prckert i modorale.

ORYING :—Oyvd /el Aabs drra wn o Areproaf drying room slone maaau,de £
hunging Frawes, the Horr gad orifirey deing of erom, thy oribing is Aifed in with a Laryer
of aehesoe—ismedl dryvag roves ia It Sisor of Mo o, sparaisd feon I foreman's
room by fravs partuior, heated by sdesmproes reduag on doa— Wl have & sl
tumier drying raom 1n 9d sory of No. % .

BYEING AND SIZIKG OPERATIONS ;— oms by sisamn.

GLUE -— femed by pos.

QCCUPAMEY (—dv por plam.

PROVISIONS AGAINST FIRE:—

PUSPS — Forthingion duples pump (5} for borler supply, asd Philaduipheg Bpbrawdic
Works' uesm pump () for rupplysng te werks, boch pump loouledfa, basrmet of
Ho. 4, WA 0ud 14" hoge conmachion & sach; pamyps saa be wied ik Wi of Are;
Jeoding from rity main_ Worihinglon dvplax powt ) in basvasent aft N 3, for
drivong e Aydrewiic mealor (s).

. ROSE: 800 fat 97 rubber how Lepl om Feals wiar pemps,

u HYDRANTS ' —One 11" hosa connantion ouldde of Mo, 1, nm,wyu-m
u-r!r‘s.—m-imundmpn—MGrMmhm Suildings.

BUCKETS :-Four dosen palvaisadiron bucheis, peiagipally in m-,ﬂ-q.
sy af Nee. 1.9 end 3, cimays jilkd. el @

v

— = ) . 'ATERTA“B—~I\NMJ9:W“M]‘J‘ N, capaciiy 1 puiionr
_'""'"W"“-i-"-wu--m Mr!-ominul_ﬂ-rofVul,l-pm#-!\m.k?baumjd‘z!.ﬂ%
— Al Witk dron door 0,000 guilons — Wiskertants rxpoid By furmang paigs (2 end &,
oo I""‘“‘—M—u,upld. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS = 0ne Poertuas sxtingieiar s Lot fioer of No. 4.
L Wil 5ot amipmaung 0 the raof. © Y GTREET FIREPLURS :—- 41 per pias.
o mmm BTEAX FIRE ENGINE . —¥idhan ¢ or 8 squarwe,
SRR = o o e e
£ 0% OF THE PROFERYY :--Good

. EXTERNAL EXPOSURES '—Secth, ax por plan ; Yorch, ot and +eiail
o . Noals » 30 Faut o o (modk. bar reome and dvaihage. mmkﬂ.nﬂmﬁomﬁ.m oL sers.
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T - Hat Fat*far 1,
- - Hulﬂdelpkw P
- lulrnc'runs -Ftlt Yo | - :
. RAW 5TOCK - — Fura : :
. 7 EMPLOYING . 700 hanat (1.6 grria, rtgncy ;.,..& u.),
- ' Bowaed Jan. 2,00
- E. Hesamer,

o John B, Stetson c&' CO

I Woleal Sired, Phitadelphaa. Fa

OWNERS : —John B Sieisen 4 Co.
SUPERIKTENDED .~ By the varncra.

WANE B Stoason & Uo'e Hat Wamafuctory.
ABE ;— Puildings errcind from 1874 dean o the presrnt daze.
LOGATIBN - Sabeaird ou she squore brunded by N. Pounlh Strect, Momsgomrry  dvense

asd Cadwallinder Strem, ik Ward, Phitadeipies. Fa

CORSTRUCTION :— thood

COMMUNICATIDN : — Buudings adpoining ommusnicair by oprasnge gt woden ¢nd fin
Iined 3ot v, b borkad iy plen. —Ifron door briecen drping room in No. § ond Par
speicay No. L

POWER :—trdw — Threc At anr printia sed hessed | -
68 —iram —7% e printiag prea y 7as, for pranang pa, va b

HESGHNT :— Mot | dnd 1, ¥ L0 10" — B0 10— Z and 197 = N0, 3, & 1P 010
10 —9 and (4% Ho. 4, 30— 1F—19'—10" aad 1L, _ ¥a 5 1% and 30— Mo &,
BT E: S B L [ i | o, 1, TE — 10—y and 147 Ne #, 11—
;An 1O 10" | and [ Ko, 9, 0= 13m0 — [0 10— 19°.— Newe brnlding,

o 4= 10T,

LEIG‘I’H B ploa.

WALLS e, | and %, U1 1T 1B 12

Mo 3, 11313
Woa 6,7, 8 asd 3. 18" aad
127 woll with 31 preva. — New burdding, 38718 1" — 137,

RODF -0 na. :
COLURNS :— Jn 1& fiowr of Wo 1, 2F beich — Jrom solubtnp in bl ond W wore of Ne
5, and 1ntat 14 aad 34 wory of mewe butldiny, ket wnad, )

SUFTERS : - (1 tin.
CHRMICE —O.F bk xnid wonden finish on N Fourth Street, balance of brick owered
wth fA.

SEUTTLE :—Jn roof af Nox 3, 4 and 1, and ladderva ta them,

CEILIIES —frict arched oeifings wdh irom qirders 18 bepeoveal nf Noa, 64 and 3, 1n
bascrent af No, ). Lot four af o, 5 end 5 forr of o 8, and en Lot 2 and 3
Aoorn of mew datifdins Fulvamried irmn place erdiegy sn drying rosm obine the
Budars.o (RAre ~rihags charfy Bosrded. - et uf Hor heard cerliags hare beim vs
wmoved from Kus & svd ¥ awd the erilengs covered witk 1im Sefmorn the jrads

FLOQRS ;- - Rrck s ax 8o 5, Lot and W stary of Na.Kyand t foore of s % wnd
8. from flese in drang oo svee the “ L o
in bancrentn of N GmBraelts ond pardof ¥or | and 1. _.upn..nﬁ» e
—(her Aaaca of I} yellas pine fooring boards, adt arranged for foodeny

WINDOWS -— 2+ per plan and e

STAIHWAYS ;- 0F wied, dovated ar per plan: slaireays sared.

ELEVATOR (— ydracie sicvador, of (a,) on plan, weod cused, pasnng from barement iz
Sth wory of Mol srmsuswanag wik corry #ory by wosdor door — Nydraule
Hevaior (k) on plan, in soparole brick duliding, commumicating witk erery sery of
Nou. B and 9 by wooden doars. — Sasl] hand clevnor, u\ on plan, Aol cascd, from
1o Sth Avor caly, we ivep desve

HATCHWAY | — Kowr— Jland Aoising apparaius wa 2™ o# ,1,.—. af Ne.

— Owiridz of Mo 1 ad Uiy, and No. & a1k}

— Nont ptronent — Sveral wooden mevedls loddsra on hoad.

LIAGHTHING RO0 .- Feewrous prints an buitdings add one on aback.

MACHINE SHOP :— Repairing doas in 34 sory af Ao. T,

, &1 marked oa plax—No #ew machincry mede, unly rapdinag done.

FGRGE —Omak fovpt \n 3 wory 6f No. 1, nill of brosk, wett arranged.

WODD SHAVINGS :—Mede tn carpealer shap, W fuer of new tundding, ol sa bk

furniag roem, 84 sy of No. K, (1 Nock turacag micheee, | gig sawc and 3 wood
turning lahey ihtron) Sad weancd out daily~-F caspentrre and i bockhwaiers rm-
ployed—No wood working mackulery tn corpraie shup — Wood shavinge twken B
open lots.
Hb\ﬂli".—lw- warmed by 1] wrosght sroA SIARPYIE Festiag ox dron brackens and

by caw irom wetes, well secared.
FURRACES . —% can iron furnares ond | brik furnace in AnwArng romm. 4tk Aosr of

How. | and ¥, and | hevek furserc o 2 and uh fam of Mo 5 all on brack Aewe
urrounded n thres mdaa by brivk woils — d'ulfadre wsed [t Asafing fal crana

Ay
2

(70 Srock Frarlilineg

LIBHTIRG — Hounms hphiad by pan: aippily feom cuiyyas werks, and by Rdsm-x iseani
dravent ebectese hghe. )
WATCHMAN - —2 miphl ang Suaday 2aioh e nzainaily on He premires.

WATCRCLOGK ;2 fiwrrke's prrtwble Clucin carvend by the awstidindin, with 12 by -

dryren peoem (imes durLag the vight.
BOILERS ;- Lovated ae per plan, enctimed by dosck wovk, o prrper m.,/.w‘
Bleraia No A -Irc"fori'nmnu by on bl Anoraf Nol maad for heahay
Femr—
SNOKE STACK -

e pms ol N
STEAM ENGINES:— TN TP IT Y ——
DILS .- Lo Frummuling For b

BEVILS. BLOWERS & EUTTERS

L

% of hruk, evany 35 fort mbore e roof of Mo 3, and ¥ faed clow

Yanr:

derila. § yrieder. to Alowers. axd Large and §

Gl Br cuters 1A e 4T asd T Crdings ds Dand aad wood Ador.— (peen gir

Vit e 17 biowrer und cutter srem. — Hax hoviny charge of ie Howers nud cuttos.
ORYING . — Jiged Frit bates dred g Sre prayf drgpiae room sbove the dotiors: alf the
hampny frames the  four nd ceiding beang of won;
layer of anbeafor.—Nomail deyiny mm \e dat flanr of No. A, eporsed From the risieg
e tagjmm ,-rmu(‘\"' ol w0 abesos aad fia: Aewlid by ssampc reanng o
tran —2 frack fryimg Ts 1n 54 Mory ol No. 1. heabed by sieom and vl for drying
W b alymy e Wt sbuna aiva dried by atmosphare ey om reof 2f Mew 4 aad 7,

OYEING AND SIZING DPERATIONS .— lums by alewn

GLUE - — #frimd Py an

OCCUFANMEY . — Ar far glan

PROVISIGNS AGRINST FIRE:—

PUNPS -—3 Rimibimptan Luplez pamps (v, c), fire foiker nepply, sad Philsdalphis By
dravia Worky scam pmmy idy, for suppiyag the worbo.—Pampr locaied s par plamy
10aEA ne 1y " hes cumnectia 0 cach; fuMpE can b used N cos g;re. Fiadvng fride
£ty morm o Workingioy dupdes ptmmg ify, fu bascment of Nob, exill £1) 1n Basrsent
of Wi, for driany the bydravin clevelors (a3 ond m_wm Mol % w ekt
far sydem of sprinkbeors sad waler dunty only.

HDSE : —Ms0 fert 87 rubber fivse At on Frelé medr pxmps.

HYDRANTS -—iinr 177

STANDPIPE ;- -3 stamdyape, marh oar 147" hoar  cmanaction oad 15 fnet of howr on rach
Aoor, o (o, ..

BAUCKE TS -—» duoen galoaariad s bucka, bepl peimespaliy (n finsading woom, €A

.1, 3 und 3, oladys Alisd.

Tuwvs wouden welrrieaks an rosl of No.5, capsciy (5000 gullms
(Bagriher ). — Ot in 4 oot o Noo . copacity .000.— Tian ou mouf af oY capasily
24,000 grilons.— Walevianks supphied by forcing pusys 14, ¢ and £,

FIRE. EXTINGOISHERS (— e Fosrines -ma;uuhcr i poery TUOR.

STREET FIREPLUGS : —A» pev plan.

STEAM FIRE ENGINE :— HiAwn 4 or I rquarca. . .

CARE (N RANAGENERT :~ oot ;

GENERAL CONOITION OF THE PROPERTY : — iPood.

EXTERNAL EXPOSURES -—Sowth - an ger plan. . NorfA: open s v schod Atpar —

lids. d eep FiEreed ol dime s TN COB SR ASTme rovn

ke ombngrz Klsd sa ke

16141615

Rrear CoAmccteon wainds o.f No. |06 123, epplicf by o u-uﬂnh-

Bavl and Weal; relor dored, iks Foome wnd Eweliiagr, firee sory bk, fus and

Shimple roefr.
SPRMNLERS — d romapleic symem o Farmalee's Sobowsahe Sprinkices 5aa boan inire-
ducnl, ~th wn oprmang fir covey 95 wuare fadt of oy room— This aprialury

are in ~mpection with e wourtanke o rovfof N, with pampn e 3, weddy

BLrem selids opearegs 1, m, ) iy cun B broughi T comnechan Witk £y Hes
fird ragines

REMARKS 1~ Wil Awos pm linnd Jo0rs u ek spowiveg i s Rorlh wall of Wo. :,.Ju
betirera Noa. | and #.

| R

—t—r Waali with Windowcor

e Wkl exbimcbiong aioee v vnpess OF  Bhmderi
OFER oy

N W liwel ke g Lpieed s

T Frones ofarlare
T3 Adgucend Buidding
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: oL sl MAMUFACTURE ‘—dali Haly.

- I SAW STDCK - Fore

ORRERS :—fvhn 8. Mtetaom & O

BUPEHINTERDED -8y ks cwnera.

MAME —uha B. Stobson & (9's Hxi Manufoetiry.

AGE - Buliings craciad from 1574 wp to the presc datr.

ROCATHIN : ~ Sirntad om the dpnstr brunded b North Fiarth o, Momigomiry Avrns cod
Cadwaloder Streat, 10k Ward, Philadripaw, Fo.

CORSTRUCTION : —Grod.

COMNENICATIONS ;- Bucldingt sdjoiniag commynicarc by rpeningl g wosden ded i ot
{Loppad) doors, 03 marhad on pAN - TN O e TaATRE toors AATe Bvodob Sl wac onmdes:

Riut Texming throuh from one builfieg walo the othae.—ons nlta 1o doors Towdeny from

vy house 1o No. 10.—Irem door beixwen dyying rovw in No. 4 and pamogesay No. 3.
Not. 2 6,1 2, 8, 36 and £, 3l fushing rovms on 5o f3or, adjoining And semmanidting
By Lirge apeungs
POWLR —Slcam.— Presar fur premling sips in S foor of No, 8. Aeated by gas.
HEIGKTS 1 —Nar. 7 and $, §—Hf 10— 0P — 15— and 12— Koo, 3 und 10, ¥ —15 — 10
—I i F aad 15— Ne. § F— R =t —JF —T— I and I8, No. 5, IF and
. SE e No T, T~ WG — DS WS oul Df e Np, B M W — 1O [ —
Nt ond Af =Nt Eand ¥, 40— iE e~ JP— I — 20’—10‘ e 1], (01§ — P
Bt — N —20
LENGTH . —aer plan.
WALLS =it i and 2 25— T I Nor. § and 10, 2478 LY
B e N W =l — I S A — Yo £, 1 and L.~ D,
6.1, A arily, 8 a1 wad etk o purs o No F, 07— (T et I —
Ny IE e Ne 13, 2413 —1R,

Brick wrohod aolings ith wen gl i Bnlta Wuler BIOERRLE, alm 1 beacmon
of Ko, 6, & and B, 38 part if basewent o No. [, Jot fraf of No. 6 and Bih o No. £, aad

W Noa B, 1O and 1f from brerwens ia Sih Lo — Galuasized in et ceiling in drying
Foom ades Ae boudera—ibhct drlings ARy bt ed — Some of ke mlinge s Not ) oond ¥
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FLOGRS:—Briek fuor in Ko 5. 1st gory of Yo 8, #of Jloor of No. T, and in Mo rooes.—
Brick fooes in Noa. 8, 1Gand [7, wuk woalen Siiaing boards wn 1op.—~ Lrom fosr in brying
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sialen doort— Oumb waider |h) i No. 8, 5ot cusad, from 2 3o Sth Aol omiy, me #Ap door¥.”

Aand,
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Mllllgam — Heparnag denc in S sy of No. 7, s marked o plan. S mno
wachinery made.

FORSE  — 1 forge ta 24 vy of Nou 7, buill of bl wel? nrvanged

WEOD IKAYINAS — Ao w carponior ahd Mortmaler shog, 1l Kicr of N, 14, end cloumed
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1 AL, JG Rt LE 1rom bt (o Sth Mpr — Gaisanurad mea slate oritong on drpg rom
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BV A pureaees om brick Ao, merTonsdnl ok ot aidey by fncl wals. — Fermoes sted for
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PART IV, PROJECT INFORMATION

This project was undertaken by the Philadelphisa Historical Commission and
the Philadelphia City Planning Commission for the Department of Housing
and Urban Development in compliance with Executive Order 11593 and a Memo-
randum of Agreement with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as
a mitigative effort in the proposed redevelopment of the site and the re-
hebilitation of Buildings 10, 11, 12, and 13. John A. Burns, ATIA, was the
Historic American Buildings Survey project coordinator. The photographs
were taken by Ed D'Angelo, City of Philadelphia staff. The records were
edited and prepared for transmittal to the Library of Congress by HABS ar-
chitectural historian Denys Peter Myers.



